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The gut-brain axis and epilepsy: A comprehensive review and future prospects
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Abstract: Epilepsy is a heterogeneous neurological disorder, and its treatment has faced great challenges for a long time.
Recent research advances in the gut-brain axis have revealed the important role of gut microbiota in the development,
progression, and treatment of epilepsy. Gut microbiota dysbiosis is closely associated with epilepsy, and alterations in
microbial diversity may affect the susceptibility and treatment response of seizure. Interventions targeting the microbiota,
such as probiotics, fecal microbiota transplantation, and ketogenic diet, have shown therapeutic potentials in animal
models and clinical studies. However, the specific molecular mechanisms of these interventions and their interaction with
antiepileptic drugs remain unclear. This article summarizes the latest evidence on the association between the gut-brain axis
and epilepsy, reviews the paradigm shift driven by spatial multi - omics technologies, and discusses the regulatory and
ethical dilemmas surrounding microbiota-based therapies. In addition, it is proposed that future studies should integrate
multi-omics approaches to deepen the understanding of gut-brain interaction and optimize microbiota-based therapies for
epilepsy.
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TS B, Jgo 38 TR R 2R V8 T 0 2l ) A5 7 v Kk 7
FE o LUBE R A ], Silvestrino %5 % B0 Ml 8 1 4 %2
FEE: FEA , R A S 7= 48 B8 18 15 2 (short-chain fatty acid,
SCFA) B4 & (U Faecalibacterium ) =F 5 FEAK, AL
JF A& (AN Escherichia coli) ¥ 58 . 4R -TCH R 5 S (1438
I (temporal lobe epilepsy, TLE) K BRAR K FF | Oliveira
ST 2 5] I A I R S (Desulfovibrio) £ F& Tt , %24k
5 R R F R 2% Ay R b 3 TR O 3 A OG o kA,
Miljanovic AEEL7 A DR S A 7R (LS AL Drravet 5%

B AE ) Senla B2 /N B v & BLGSCA: ) A7 JREBE TR T
(Firmicutes ) —3UAT & 1] (Bacteroidetes ) W AE T+ 5 , H. 595
S AR SR A OC
1.2 BEEEXENERNEES N

Jig T TR A A T R R KA B R S A T
3. Zierath % 1 R R R & K By 3 (e BOK 1 5
o KD Y BIEFE B, SR A Ta) PR 2K T =X (s iR
K 5 e T KT ) A2 g T T A, T S35 5 /s BRUR
9% B (Theiler’'s murine encephalomyelitis virus, TMEV)
TR /N BRI M R AR AR S AR I ) BE R, 28,
5 0O WA T 2 A SO (A 3 22 PR T L 9] 252 ) AR
Ko HE— 2L BYHLEI T TS 7R | 1 1 TR AR 2% I B HAR )
ZALEIOI KA B OCHE TR A PR . A0, B RS
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FRAERAR) SRV AR M A A 4 5 A5 AL KD A B
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KDAedn £ Z MV RE HEHE
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(4w Lactobacillus #= Saccharomyces) ,
PEAAR BB 2

Kenal-null N (B & ImAEAD)

- ABR AR TR EAASTL

, \? L ~ );&4-( ]] A
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B M3 R SR, S0 BE AR HT T R, 7 il v A T
SGiboR L VAR REZTE A=A E Y U pA ey A CEZTR 7/ RAIE c e X (V6 8
PUAE 2R AL BE5E A I BR T = IR CH il R X v g
(Pentylenetetrazol , PTZ) 15 5 /)N BRI 0450 K PR 4746 L Uk
BJY Jin T AT 00 47 2 32T TOUR it o A5 0 a2 2%
Zow 5 WHE— 4B R  RPIVD B S o AR A M AR i )
Wit -3 - TN R 7K V- 384 T A B S TR 800, 7T 3 o FMT
Wik
1.3 $tBEE AN T HEmErE N

LA i 38 T A Ay L 1 AT SR WS A 22 Rl TR 2l 49
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a2 T T IR S B 2 AP R o Mirzababaei
SNV I A TR (Saccharomyces boulardii) A] i 1
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oo 7EZLJLEZESE (infantile spasms, IS) At Mu 251
WE SE & A RE A2 LL B 85 3K T (Streptococcus ) FI FL Bk
(Lactococcus ) T PR L 1] 45 AF TR AR 7877 , BEASRLALL A= i Tk
ﬁ(ketogenic diet, KD) i B AL, RS
Z ARG AU SCR | [F]IRE BET AL S BT SO Y 1
5o 2L, #MIEREE GABA Y FLFT I LABG , i 3505
2 PTZ 53R SD R LAY BUBR I 30 89 4 PR T A2 1
I i TR B R . AN e L = A B
BALAE (periventricular leukomalacia, PVL)iJE f B AR 7Y
o RNTE B AT RN LA I AU AT B 5 A R A T RERE
ARG S AEATRE RIS SR I, D045 1 o 3l B R 2R
1.3.2 FMT

Z W58 O R AE FMT IR I7 1. Wu 0 5
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B HUFT 17 )& Parabacteroides 55 T J& ) 3 15 H 2 fig (G045
BN 57N 15 S5 2 AP 260 A HE AR TR B-4A04k ) , AT
RAEPUEERAE T2, BRI Xiong 55 & BLKD fy
BURGIR VE T BE -5 5 A ) 2 AR M AR S0 i FFOIR AR AL
Z PRI 3 3Z 1R (thyrotropin -releasing hormone receptor,
TRHR) (% 3R W42 A ¢, HALGIW S 28 15 MR -2 1k
FHE A 3 % . Olson 452 M 1 KD X R A W A
s AR O AT RE S v- A 2 L 2 R /KT B IR i
v-&H T 2 (y-aminobutyric acid, GABA)-B &A% L E T
FAH G . Lum %% 5 Shearer %52 #4IF 52, KD o] 3 i 2k
AR A Wy e (0 HL 2 15 2ok AR ) 300 S & 1
{H 3 B2 FE A5 IR B R SR W Y . FE RSB R
Pilla 2552 i H i = 18 8 KD g 5 3 19 i 308 ik
W2 RV A f R A K. (R E R, AR
P AL KD IR B 20 FH 0 S L] : Eor 52 423 KD
5 25 21 W (CUNFLAF I Lactobacillus MSK 408) B¢ FH 7] 5
13458 fi 8 B B 8 B T SCFA R GABA RIS B By
IR 5 258l , Mu 55 R 30 KD A B A7 TR
TR IS BERY R ZE KA
2 IBFREAR

IEAE , i 38 DA R 5 U 1 I PR DGR B #i 22 )
R EEAE A (WLER 2) . KRR R, W 8 4 1Y
o T A B O L L S R LN A S e 1 A
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DA 3 i i 5 000 ™ A G P 5 i R BT A 3
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K RWT ST — SR, 5@ BT L, 0 8%
(L4525 W2 ) E i AR TE R R LS . X R AR R
IR R B8 A ) 2 R AV B R 5 0 S B 114 J 3 R
EAR B, IR TR W) R A A S B RS AR O, T
o AR 2 W TS FIA YT RO T AE B A
Wi,
2,101 FagR B R AR KRR T AR

ZUUM ST R T B R I T IR TR A
(1 e PR B AE o Zhou ST | WU AR 3 Th LA B 11
(Bacteroidetes ) F1725FE # 1 1 ( Proteobacteria ) B AH % 3 & T
e TR RE R 1] (Firmicutes ) = B FEAR ; R0, I3 €622 R

FR IR ZRRAC W) KT 55, 4 7s 3X 2e A G 4 ) A Ry 1
TE IS W E bR Y . Tiray %28 % 80, 0 LAY
PR R (B B R R Megamonas F1 41 7 &
Coriobacterium) , T {8 FE X I8 41 W & 4 &% )8 & 8
(Flavihumibacter) 55 J5HE . JSAUHE , Hu 55 0022 2 bk
TR LI 1 1 TR o- 22 FE IR W 3 B ARG, P BB R RE T T
(Firmicutes ) FIJERL ] (Verrucomicrobia ) £ B T B, I
SEY T E AR 5 2 IS (Rothia) %5 45 58 4H T 1)
Iy WAL,
2.1.2 DRE #4F 7t A A 45 42

DRE /57 7] B8 52 Bt 5 5 S ) 1 1) g 3 T A A
Yuwattana % 5 Riva Z5CV U AFSE X260, DRE S 101
A W NS IR X IR s 2y W) o B AP R 5. B
PR 5, Yuwattana 25 78 52 26 25 W0 20 A 00 22 3 30 & B
(Vibrionaceae) F1 4% B 5¢ K5 1# J& (Grimontia) B & % 5 1M
Riva %5 W] % 98 Hungatella T8 J& 7= B 7t v 5 1 25 PEAH OC .
BEAT , Lee 557245 i, 250 10 25 41 LAAUKT B )8 ( Bacteroides )
N9 H BRI _g2 (Ruminococcus_g2 ) /K48 i85 A HRAE , i Tt
221 W) F LK Negativicutes (JEBERE ] Firmicutes H 19 14>
EIDIERE:
2.1.3 AR MR E A6 A AR T AR AE

AN [ A1 S e P 4 T A8, 552 300 1 2 4 ) 1 T TR
FER VAR BN, Wei 85 238 , #8145 L6 1 TLE
B B A -E B 8 (Escherichia-Shigella ) ¥4 22 | T I/
B 3K A & (Ruminococeus) 18, /V o 162 5 W0 8 &
Wei Z£B0 22 1| SCFA 11 Faecalibacterium & & I /b, T 2k
9 VIR 75 W B (Escherichia) Y4 I, Z2I0WF5% & BLIS B3
FETER AW 55« Zhou 55 55 3R 1E 450 2441 8 HL 2k
W11 (Actinobacteria) 7K-F- T i , ELAIL 2 P05 I A4 an 452 4 -
LB & (Escherichia-Shigella) & 45 . HAERERE, 2
YU 25 4 (antiepileptic drugs, AEDs) B B - fif J2 i
# % (adrenocorticotropic hormone, ACTH)AIT i , iX LE B
BERBHEIEE TR R 1k, BAERE A VERUR AR, e m it
YIS B T 3h BE AR R Bh A B, edh Sk
TETEFERE S ACTH IR YT SN AR G + 0 2 28 30 WU
T & g (Bifidobacteria) EE T, o N & E N L
Odoribacter 258", 1E West 5 G E (IS By — il 18) H
JLH, BT 73 & 1 8 (Akkermansia ) 3 J 5 fH B AR ZH o6 5,
{H ACTHRYT 5 HARP 38 TR
2. 1.4 Ml AR LS R R R

PEHTEREE K 3R 5 5 4% S S8y T T 5T i — 2D Sk
117 W Sl 2 45 P A VE T . Gudnadottiv 25556 T B ik 7Y
NHEBAF A B, 7 il 4 i 140 A 3R R0 BT A 4 o 3R 25
AN L SR 1 JRURS: , Sy 3 6 245 ) mT g o
W LB AR L T8 R SRR & A 7 IR B it T
TRATIRFUEHE ; Zeng %5140 1 — 25 R FH i A8 /R B AL 43 BT
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Xie %, bt 25 o m B U 5 AR 16S rDNA M A | R IR 28 Proteobacteria ¥ 40 ; KD JG A A &

14450 i 3L 30451 i B 3L )L

2017 JLE A BB KD 8% ) MOTHUR £ #7 ¥, Bacteroides ¥4 m
Xu %, M West 42 4 4E & & ACTH 16S05 Kruskal-Walliste 29 #] West 42 &~ 423 )L 29 4] West 45 &-4E % # Akkermansia F L3 & 5
2021 BT AT M iE AR T AL I 1ok e 5t PR ACTH#%F G R Z TH
Dahlin %, REKDEEZLMERAA L 165 A B F T K 2861 a 2hmmILE (KD H L Bifidobacteria #= TNF 4 % 4 KD &
2022 JEAR &M 0 KB JE B il 3IANA) B F4F ;KD g A B e K e i R

e R 5 L L N L &7 B Acti ja 35 m ;B ichia-
Zhou, B RALERLE S T 165 DNARRKEGG 1041 &5 (67 i) 1 7 Ameeene b
2022 6 Wik B AR R T FE A B AT 1 1A T 8 R eE 7T A R AT A

& 16 A B e KR R @ BN fi e % PN

Hu %, S FS BILM fiE AR EYe i RS 168 FS B ILFest B o fe ik Fo 542 FSEH ERARRMFH ;AR o SHEE
2023 B 6 T BRAFAE rDNA @ 5 A M4 ; Firmicutes # Verrucomicrobia 7, 'Y
Wei 5, ST TLEA 89 i m i fe AL 16S rDNA F= ITS-17 5 . S14TLE & % TLEA # % Proteobacteria ¥/ , Firmicutes
2023 AR 5iE 20 5 = WY s A ¥ Saccharomycetales & %
Zeng%, it FHiE R AT L FE4E REALL GWASIC MiBioGen(211 AN #f taxa) e Betaproteobacteria #= Burkholderiales 5 #i
2023 BWAL B E R X A p& &7 FinnGen(#47 )GWAS £ 4% R m A EHR £ 2

o . o N . . . . . Acti teria., Bacteroidetes ¥ Az | Fir-
Zhou¥, WERABRMEEMAEH FARMAE Rl RS AR B0 ER ?“be;‘;‘;‘a@g;;‘zigi“g ﬁﬂ;

b SR A SR b 0 S iR PN DL TN A micutes / H A T 5 A% -

2023 5 ofn FAX A 0 K B GEANE  S T CX R N KA 2
Gudnadottir ##4& Z AT A% / Bt A TEMLEN T F 708/903 38 F (s h AN 34 (aHR 1. 09)F= § #2474 7 (aHR
54,2025 AphlA AR SR KSR £ B Cox &2 31 ,2006-2017) 1.38) B 55438 Aa B 4 A R
Riva%, EMRAMSHEMILEWGH 16S rRNAM 5 o/ 34 414] %4 (204 MR, 21 4] Hungatella 1555 R 40 2. % 3 /v ; Siraeum
2025 i AR, WA S R FHA MS) e 27 49 4 He %4 PR, Yt £ MR/MS 1] £ 5+
& KD=4 84k A s iDNA=H ¥ AR BL B ¥ A% 52 s DRE=1 25 P i i 5 ACTH=AZ 5 LA % Fr ik & ; INF=R 5% 3 5L B F ; KEGG=# A B 5 A F 40

B A2 A5 IRNA=A AR AR A AR A% BR 5 FS= M I K s TLEA=H v i i 4% B8 ; GWAS=4 5 B 28 X BRAT 7 ; aHR=1A 555 04 WU JL s MR=f 25 ; MS=

SR R @

e

UESE T RERSRIR, 48 78 2 WUE M) i —— 0 -
H

| (Betaproteobacleria) oA 7&K R OH

(Burkholderiales) ] T I ) 35 KUK

2.2 BEEHEHTIITH

25

Zhang 25" B R AE PERIF ST UE 92, KD 2 2 B AR L
T TR a- 2R (AT R IRT RN A H R H
(Clostridiales) 719 B BR 5 #F(Ruminococcaceae ) & 5, HE 7~

FiE

FELR A A R AT RE N KD YT AL Xie 55 W] REIE

VLM 38 T A A 5 A B B, JC H R KD, TE R
07 2 s Wl RS TR, HAE T BLE BN Sy w2 U
Xof Jgn 1 T R R AR = W A EE 9 . KD 5 R A T REAE AL
53R 9745 R 10 K H 25 B : Gong 5 i3 , KD VAT
AEAS Y % DRE LAY I3 R E R 8, 2B A BUBH 15
(Bifidobacterium , #B4 W. BRI ] fig HATAE 24 ) 45 181 0k
D MR SCRAs 3N, S5 A= Wy AR e 4 2
HAYUBRHLE Z — . Dahlin 25— 478 & L, KD iR
I I 858 i 7KV 9 SUBCAT B -5 AR A 1 1 e g IR AR I 7
(tumor necrosis factor, TNF) 15 R I & A5 42 il 52 1E AR G

52, KD A A3 2k B SR 2L 3 R R, (4 B AR
JEH 1 (Proteobacteria) F 3 , HIk Bl A: it 28 55 K AR S
R 509% LA
3 BENH

Ji 3 DA -5 o X A 35 3 e o i e 5 O A
JEIHLHIEA 2 F 2RI E 2t (LR 2, B it
BioGDP.com £ ") , FEL 9 Koasi A% 5y ekt 1R
VIR e R SR R I R b 2 3k S5 T A 4 OC B A
1o DB RIFEANISIR
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d PR BEAUC T T f 78 1 8 2 i ol A W 2R -5 0
ok DRI 1) %) 85 7 PR R BB . Wang 259V % 31 Fournierella
massiliensis N] RE 38 17 I8 757 R BURE IR % B B A 1 i 5 IH
[P I 55 SR JBT L AP 5% e A0 XURS: | v A BB R =3.64% o
Yang Ziclao] e o ¥4 AL P CXCL11 2 3% 32 Genus Family
XM AD3011 5560 1 A IR, - — PR S 9 M AR AE
5 R O R 2 TR A AE R B R . Qi ST
KA A MA £ -18 (Interleukin 18, TL-18) %5 7 Fh 41 i [H]
T WA B A 5, i A F SR Bk R
(Veillonellaceae) F= £ 5 JL 3 % PRI AU 52 IEAHOG . 2K
L M, Zhang Zisla8) oo S 2 20 T W Fh (40 Gordonibacter
pamelaeae ) FHEEYN I (U1 CD4™ ACs) 5 )L 38 2 #4005 i 17
PERRE ORI . WFTE IR K3 7 P il R E A 2 T 8 B A ys
20 B X 98 56 (%) 52 W, H: P Bacteroides caccae 4% 5 [
CD33br HLA DR" CD14dim AC 4 i X 42 17 P 550 14 5 1l
Heohy e, XU MR A ST 3R R B2 43 1 8 20 35 A AT
SPUEE , SR 18 TR O IR AT RS R A B R R PR R
[[IEISCEE2 82755218 8
3.2 HMEYREDHHERIPSHERGIER

[ B A AR AR 2 A S M P A5 110 DG S
fff o Zhai %% % B, OB (1 SCFA T iR £k 7T 58 1o 4 4
cGAS/STING {55 3 % . )8 /D2 P4 - 25 1 Bax /i T A 28
bIoti R E e EY S T (Y NS 1 RN 2 N S 2 A 2
HERE . AN, Gallucei 25 SIE WA, 78 75175 5 9 9 5 8
Hh R 2 U 5 7 S 5 1 g A R —— B A v
LT (Adlercreutzia) Y FEIR AH G 5 FMIEPE D 72 S-E L5 13 ]
OV P IR 22 A 2 T R ok B ey P SR HAE AR B Bt

R S S T F7 o Verdoodt 2 IR WLER 1), 4 & PR W
R M IACBLAAAET 2 58 AL AN AAE AN
FEPRARE #6200 , H kA R Bo /KT 1o EFE MK
3.3 MERESEUMHMZOER

R R 22 (Al 2 T, B TR R R R T 5 k4 B e
FRXH 22 RGESAE , IT ) S A, DA S ] £ R
MRS KR, BARTT , Aygun %5278 PTZ % SO0
R ERRE A b R I, b 3t 25 A2 B AT AR A A3 5 iy 5
2 5 40 Bl K- (TNF-o IL-6) R AR bR i ) (R AL
ARZS AR K T R LA S 28 4 K PR - 3Rk 38 Al
Ko FIH, Marta 5 E S FLFT # LABG 1T 5% PTZ
SRR B JAE AR 725 M. Sherwani 45 NI , 2 Ff
2 AT B UL B PTZ /)N B EAT 8 35 OB IRRCR, |, 36
S3VAPR T Bl 2 2R A R B o PRI TR U I A5
AU, Wang 55 AR 5, &4 70 (254 1 5 35 2 o il
B )AL P28 A R N T, ARG AR R T
FAEFINF BB . AL, Bagheri 255 E— 2 UE I | 25 4
TR 5 1) A e AU 4 A 0z V8 44 v s 1A 4 ) e o 222 88 Jo
GABA K-, NI PTZ 375 5 (00 A A LA o L
DO R ARG W T AT R S e A 4 B TR R
00 Ji JE J5T 2 B T A B H TR i Toll A 3Z A 4 (Toll-like
receptor 4, TLR4) - 2R 70 AL 9] 9 ) v 2 11 5t 88 (myeloid
differentiation primary response protein 88, MyDSS)f;@ KA
S, UE T 28 MO o Ding S R R T E OER A
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